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// DERRICK DIGGS, CHIEF OF POLICE, FMPD

One of the goals I set upon becoming your Chief of the Fort Myers Police Department
was to build up the force by adding new members from the community we serve. To
have local officers serving and protecting our friends, neighbors, family members and
community partners makes for a vibrant, dedicated force that will grow and remain in
Fort Myers.
In this edition of the FMPD Connection, we introduce you to two of those recruits:
Natalie Milner and Yolhen Hernandez. Both are new cadets with the FMPD and recent
graduates from East Lee County High School’s Criminal Justice Program. Students can
join the program in their freshman year and follow it through graduation. It gives them a
foundation in the many aspects of a career in public service and law enforcement that
Chief Derrick Diggs
includes hands-on training, field trips and classroom education. Natalie and Yolhen are
now part-time members of the FMPD while continuing their educations at area colleges.
We’re looking forward to the day that they are sworn in as official members of the Fort Myers Police Department
Sincerely,
Chief Derrick Diggs

FMPD SENDS SUPPLIES TO
MEXICO BEACH POLICE
A year ago, Fort Myers Police Officer Edward Cutie, Jr.
launched a drive to fill a truck with relief supplies. He then
headed south to his hometown police department in Key West,
which had been devastated by Hurricane Irma.
When Hurricane Michael struck the Panhandle, he headed
north with a similar mission: to deliver relief supplies to the
Mexico Beach Police Department. Local merchants, fellow
officers and other agencies donated supplies such as bottled
water, energy drinks, socks and underwear, t-shirts, nonperishable foods, hygiene products and more.

(L to R) FMPD Quartermaster Bryan Smith, Officer Ed Cutie,
Jr. Officer Chad Barnett
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FMPD Sponsors Fair and Impartial Policing Seminar
Fort Myers Police Department brought together law
enforcement, city officials and civic leaders for a oneand-a-half-day program on Fair & Impartial Policing at the
City Pier building in downtown Fort Myers in November.
The seminars were conducted by Dr. Lorie Fridell, a
professor of criminology at the University of South Florida
and the CEO of FIP, LLC. She is recognized as a national

expert on biased policing and is the author of numerous
publications addressing implicit bias.
Fair and Impartial Policing (FIP) criteria is based upon the
science of implicit bias and how it can affect what people
perceive and do in the course of their official duties. The
implication is that even the best law enforcement officers
may experience bias because they are human.
This was the
beginning of a series
of ongoing seminars
that will be conducted
by Dr. Fridell and her
company to enhance
the policing abilities
and public interaction
of FMPD members.

Dr. Lorie Fridell leading seminar

City and Civic members in attendance

FMPD UNVEILS NEW CRIME CENTER
The future of law enforcement is now present and operating in the new Real Time Crime Center in the FMPD Technical
Operations Center (TOC). The TOC houses state-of-the-art technology that advances crime prevention into the 21st
century with a variety of cutting-edge software and hardware.
The intelligence control room contains closed circuit monitors which can show live video feeds from areas throughout
the city. ShotSpotter technology feeds audio to sophisticated tracking maps which deliver pinpointed gunfire alerts
within seconds to patrol car computers and officers’ cell phones. New investigative software will connect the FMPD
with national law
enforcement databases
to help track ammunition
that was used in a crime.
The FMPD Real Time
Crime Center has greatly
enhanced intelligence
capabilities and crime
fighting measures in the
City of Fort Myers.
Street mounted observation cameras
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Setting their Sights on a Law Enforcement Career
Natalie Milner and Yolhen Hernandez decided early in life that
they wanted a career in law enforcement -- in fact, as early as the
9th grade. They both attended the Criminal Justice Program at East
Lee County High School and are now cadets with the Fort Myers
Police Department.
Their position could best be compared to a paid internship.
They spend 20 hours a week performing a variety of duties in
the department while also attending college classes. Natalie is
enrolled at Florida Southwestern State College and Yolhen attends
Florida Gulf Coast University. Upon graduation with degrees in
Criminal Justice they both hope to join the ranks of the FMPD.

Lt. Fields with Cadets Milner and Hernandez

“Becoming a police officer has always been a passion of mine,” Natalie said.
“I have a cousin who is a cop and he really was my inspiration,” she added.
Yolhen was curious about the high school program and found that the more he
learned, the more he knew what he wanted for his future. “It started as a spur
of the moment decision but after being in the program for a couple of years I
was convinced it was the right direction for me,” he said.
Their mentor and supervisor in the department is Lt. Jason Fields who oversees
and coordinates training, recruitment and the agency’s S.W.A.T. team. “We
become closely involved with the students in their senior year, and upon
graduation they are eligible to apply for the part-time cadet position or paid
East Lee High School students in simulated training
internship,” Lt. Fields said. “They will assist us and train in positions such as
communications, dispatch, records, clerical duties and even ‘ride-alongs’ with patrol officers. All to help prepare and,
hopefully, motivate them for a future in law enforcement,” he added.

COACH HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE
The Fort Myers Police Department’s COACH (Community Outreach
Against Child Hunger) program got many helping hands from area
middle and grade school students who bagged food to be distributed
to needy families for the Holidays. The COACH campaign is led by
Sgt. Jacquelyn Garrett in association with Franklin Park Elementary
School. They worked to supply 50 families with enough food to have
a holiday meal complete with a turkey and side dishes. The donated
and purchased food was loaded onto tables in the parking lot of
the FMPD and children lined up to fill bags and deliver them to a waiting van for transport to the school. For
more information or to donate to the COACH program contact Sgt. Garret at (239) 321-7703 or email her at
jgarrett@fmpolice.com.
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Record Attendance for Cops & Joggers 5K
The 11th annual Cops & Joggers 5K set a record with 1,056 runners and walkers taking part and hundreds of family
members coming out to support the participants. The event raised a total of $24,579.80 in proceeds, the highest
amount in the history of the program! FMPD would like to thank the runners, walkers, volunteers and everyone that
helped with the event.
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