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A new year, a new start,
and a promising future is
my outlook as the Chief
of the Fort Myers Police
Department. Over this
past year I witnessed a
dedicated team of men
and women who worked
tirelessly to fight crime,
Chief Derrick Diggs
provide security and protect
our citizens. Our officers
worked around the clock to provide emergency service
and recovery from Hurricane Irma. As a measure of our
success, 2017 saw a significant drop in violent crime

with a high percentage of cases solved and criminals
arrested. It supports our commitment to focus on data
driven results that will utilize community engagement
and technology to curtail crime. We start this year with
a new message to the public. And that message is that
the men and women of the Fort Myers Police Department
are “TRUE BLUE.” TRUE to our community. TRUE to our
Commitment. TRUE to our City. I invite you to learn more
on our newly revised website www.fmpolice.com.
Stay safe,
Chief Derrick Diggs

SPOTLIGHT ON NEW DEPUTY CHIEF MEYERS
FMPD welcomes a new Deputy Chief, Jeffrey Meyers, to
the department. Meyers joins the force with 27 years of law
enforcement experience, 24 of those years with the South
Euclid, Ohio, Police Department where he started as a patrol
officer and rose to the rank of Lieutenant. He is a graduate
of the FBI National Academy and Northwestern University
School of Police Staff and Command and holds a BS degree
in Criminal Law from Bowling Green State University. Deputy
Chief Meyers comes from a long line of family involvement
in law enforcement, his parents live in Estero and he has
been visiting Fort Myers for many years. He takes on an
administrative role with the FMPD, overseeing support services

and the development
of improved tools and
training for the officers
and staff. “I’m here to
help Chief Diggs create
a modern department
that will greatly improve
the level of service
for the people of Fort
Myers,” he said.
Deputy Chief Jeffrey Meyers
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Community Policing Courses for FMPD
Under the direction of Lt. Willie Tellis,
the community relations section of
the Fort Myers Police Department
has completed a series of classes on
Community Policing. Fourteen FMPD
officers spent several days in classes
with instructor Vanessa Westley of
the Chicago Police Department
and DePaul University. The officers
concentrated on learning how to
develop allies in the community by
establishing partnerships with citizens
and local leaders. The certification

process included classroom instruction,
practical exercises, written tests and
conversations with guests from their
districts about crime issues and ways

FMPD Officers in class

Instructor Vanessa Westley

NEW MEMBERS OF THE FMPD LAW
ENFORCEMENT FAMILY

OFFICERS OF
THE MONTH

2017 was a year of advancement and growth for FMPD
with 15 new sworn officers brought into the fold to
help protect the citizens of Fort Myers. The department
continues to recruit, train and interview to add to the ranks
and we are proud to welcome this year’s additions to our
True Blue family.
Randall Pepitone – Deputy Chief

Officer Rosemary Urena

Jeffrey Meyers – Deputy Chief

Officer Kevin O’Mahoney

Officer Eddie Rodriguez (Ferrera)

Officer Andrew Kaiser

Officer Ryan Beiner

Officer Austin Pallissard

Officer Jennifer Umanzor

Officer Rohan Morgan

Officer Brian Pledger

Officer Erik Flores

Officer Brett Rice

Officer James Moschell

Awards for Fort Myers Police
Department’s officers of the
month were presented on
December 21st by Deputy
Chief Randall Pepitone.
Officer of the Month was
shared by Sergeant Ashley
Schindler and Officer Joseph
Moye; Mission BBQ Officer
of the Month was shared
by Officer Robert Vega and
Officer Chad Barnett; Chief’s
Coin Award was presented
to Officer David Gaide.

Officer Edgar Nieves, Jr.
The Fort Myers Police Department is making great strides in becoming
a stronger, more focused force committed to serving and protecting our
community. To view openings please go on-line to www.fmpolice.com
and click on “Join the Agency.”
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to combat them. Upon successful
completion of the course each
officer received a certificate from the
university.

Congratulations and thank
you for your service!
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Public Records Department – Deciding what is public record
In a sit-down interview with three members of FMPD’s public
records department the question “what is your normal day
like,” garners anything but a normal answer. Denise, the
supervisor of the department, reaches over to her computer
and calls up a weekly report showing 319 requests from
agencies, private citizens, law enforcement, reporters,
attorneys and more. They are seeking arrest reports,
accident reports, body camera footage, employee records,
insurance claims, assaults, investigations and many more.
And with each request, a member of the team has to ask
the same questions. Is this an open or closed case? What
needs to be redacted (if anything)? Does it need to be
further analyzed by detectives or officers? Once a myriad
of questions are
processed, then an
estimate is prepared
on the amount of time,
number of copies,
types of media (such
as DVD’s) and, If the
request is determined
to be “extensive”,
an estimate will be
provided. Yes, a
Records Service Window in Lobby
person making a

public records request can be billed for time and resources
needed to complete that request and the bill must be paid in
cash or by check at the station’s cashier’s window.
Redacting, or blacking out information, is usually the biggest
question the records clerks are asked about. Record’s
personnel will meet people at the lobby window and
explain the intricacies of public records law, information that
can and cannot be shared depending on the status of a
case. Even video recordings have to be redacted by editing
black over segments and erasing audio that, by law, can’t
be released. “Most requests are by email,” Alicia explains.
“But the public can make requests by mail, by phone or in
person and may remain anonymous,” she concluded.

Redacting Documents

FMPD’S NEW WEBSITE
Citizens seeking to contact or learn more about
the Fort Myers Police Department can now reach a
new, redesigned and streamlined website at www.
fmpolice.com. The new site, under the supervision of
Lt. William Musante, features all new photography, a
simpler, user friendly navigation design, a confidential
application titled tip411 for reporting crimes or
suspicious activity, enhanced social media channels
New Website Front Page
and other improvements. The public is encouraged to
visit the new site and familiarize themselves with its new features and services.
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FMPD Police Foundation Banquet and Awards
Members of the Fort Myers Police
Department were hosted at the Colonial
Country Club recently by the Fort Myers
Police Foundation during an event titled
“Men & Women in Blue of the Year.”
The evening honored members of the
department who excelled in public
service, bravery and efforts above and
beyond the call of duty. More than 30
George Sanders Officer of the Year
members of the force, officers and civilians,
were acknowledged by the Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Outstanding award winners included:
Detective Wolfgang Daniel - George Sanders Officer of the Year Award
Lieutenant Jeffrey Bernice - Supervisor of the Year Award
Officer Bradley Ades - Officer of the Year Award
Bryan Smith - Civilian of the Year Award
TCO 1 Susan Dobiesz - Telecommunicator of the Year Award
Additional awards were presented to officers and detectives for exceptional
deeds performed in the line of duty over the past year.
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The Combat Cross
Sergeant Ashley Schindler
Officer Joseph Moye
Officer Tyler Williams
The Gallantry Star
Officer Luke Walsh
The Life Saving Medal
Officer Daniel Aguilera
Officer Chad Barnett
Officer Sarah Harris
Officer Beau Reed
Officer Evelyn Roberts
Officer Robert Vega
The Triumphant Medal
Detective Gloria Camacho
Detective Daniel Losapio
The Croix De Negotiators Medal
Officer David Gaide
The Honorable Service Award
Lieutenant Jason Fields
Sergeant Arturo Gonzalez
Detective Gloria Camacho
Officer Keith Curr
Officer David Gaide
Officer Jason Greene
Officer Mike Kloack
Detective James Langton
Detective Daniel Losapio
Officer Ralph Louissaint
Officer Trevor Roberts
Officer Jari Sanders
Officer Russ Southwick
Detective Nicholas Toma
Officer Kelly Witt

Supervisor of the Year Award

Officer of the Year Award

Civilian of the Year Award

Telecommunicator of the Year Award
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