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// DERRICK DIGGS, CHIEF OF POLICE, FMPD

As our community continues
to clean up and recover from
the effects of Hurricane Irma
I would like to reflect on the
professionalism and determination I witnessed on the part of
the men and women of the Fort
Myers Police Department. From
the start of the first watches and warnings that the storm
might affect our community, this organization had plans
in place and preparations under way to respond to
the oncoming tempest that was converging on our city.
Officers and civilians secured their homes and then

reported for what would become several days of duty
safeguarding our citizens and protecting our community.
And when the eye of the storm began to dissipate they
deployed onto our streets with other first responders to
assess the damage, render assistance and immediately
begin the process to restore services, protect neighborhoods and promote safety.
To the hard working and dedicated members of the
FMPD I say “thank you” for a job well done.
Sincerely,

NEW FMPD OFFICERS JOIN THE FORCE
FMPD conducted a swearing in ceremony
in the City Council chambers recently
for the two newest members of the
force. Officers Jennifer Umanzor & Brett
Rice were sworn in by City Clerk Mary
Hagemann with Chief Derrick Diggs and
other members of the command staff in
attendance. Chief Diggs welcomed the
recruits to the force, congratulated them on graduating from the academy
and encouraged them to serve our community “to the best of your ability
and stay true to the oath you have taken today.”
Individuals interested in a career with the Fort Myers Police Department can
find a listing of civilian and sworn positions on the city website at www.
cityftmyers.com under Human Resources.

OFFICERS OF THE MONTH
Awards for Fort Myers Police
Department’s officers of the month
were presented October 13th by
Chief Derrick Diggs. Officer of the
Month was shared by Officer David
Gaide and Officer Trevor Roberts;
Mission BBQ Officer of the Month was
shared by Officer Emelia Santos and
Officer Yvetta Dominique; Civilian of
the Month is CSI technician Marissa
Poppell. Congratulations and thank
you for your service!
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High School Criminal Justice Program
The Fort Myers Police Department and the East Lee County High School Criminal Justice Program have teamed up to
offer students who are interested in public service or law enforcement courses that provide academic and technical skills
needed for those careers.
The FMPD offers the students various educational training sessions with the
Firearms Training Simulator, an introduction to the Explorers Program, K9
and Marine Unit demonstrations, Crime Scene Investigations (CSI) and other
disciplines. “This is one of a few programs where young men and women
with an interest in a career as law enforcement officers, emergency medical
technicians, corrections and others can start in high school with hands on
training and education to help them pursue those goals,” said Lieutenant
Jason Fields of the FMPD.
In her seventh year as a teacher, Tiana Green is the Criminal Justice Instructor
for East Lee County High School which is one of three schools in the Lee
County system that offers technical and career choice programs. Green has
a BS in criminology, has worked in probations and corrections and with the
PACE Center for Girls. “Students are offered school choices at the county
wide open houses,” she said. “They learn there are four levels to the program
starting in either their freshman or sophomore year and get excited about the
possibilities.” Green added. “Seeing them mature and grow confident in their
abilities is a powerful reward for a teacher,” she concluded.

Lt. Fields addresses firearms class

Sgt. Thompson instructs simulated firearm safety

SUBSTATIONS OPEN TO SERVE COMMUNITIES
FMPD conducted a ribbon cutting to officially open three new substations that will
serve neighborhoods around the city and
provide offices and work stations for officers on patrol. The following substations
are currently open and operational for all
sworn personnel and civilians.

Dream Center
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• Southward Village Substation 3128 Dora Street
• Renaissance Preserve Substation 4211 Romeo Lane
• Dream Center Substation 3637 Dr. MLK Jr Blvd.

The substations are open to the
public and the FMPD invites
residents to stop by to ask questions,
make requests, report issues or
share concerns.

Southward Village
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Renaissance Preserve
•
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In Gear with the Community: Meet Our Bicycle Unit
If you are downtown, chances are
that flash of yellow jersey you just
saw go by was one of five energetic,
experienced officers who patrol our
neighborhoods on specialized Fuji
bicycles – police edition. Officers
Lakatos, Preshard, Garcia and
Carpenter, led by their instructing
officer Alain Gagnon, work day and
night shifts to keep our city safe.
With more than 15 years on the job,
Officer Gagnon explains that being
on a bicycle provides easy navigation,
better visibility and more community
“facetime” than being in a patrol car.
“It’s a big part of community
policing,” says Officer Gagnon. “We
are talking to citizens as we ride
around checking on area businesses,
offering directions, and helping
people. We do church visits, hand

out bike lights, and visit area schools.
We even carry dog treats.”
And, yes, Officer Gagnon confirms,
they do wear helmets.
Bicycle unit officers have to know a
lot more than how to handle a twowheeler. First, they must verify that
they have been an officer for at least
two years. There is also a 10-hour,
in-house class. And to be certified,
a 40-hour class is required at the
International Police Mountain Bike
Association (IPMBA). Officer Gagnon
has completed that program twice
and has also undergone 120 hours
of instructor training. The unit currently
has one open position.
When asked about the greatest
challenges, Officer Gagnon says
that the night shift is definitely more
challenging, especially at the bars

and clubs. And although it is very
rare, he has had to use his firearm
while on bike patrol.
Overall, Officer Gagnon and his
fellow officers are very positive about
the bicycle unit and the role it plays in
the department.
“We really get to know the people
in our City,” he concludes. “We are
able to serve our citizens in a unique
and personal way, and we hope that
our presence makes them feel safe
and protected.”

THANK YOU FROM FMPD
Before, during and after Hurricane Irma it was this department’s honor to reach out to the members of
our community who needed assistance and offer help. It’s our job, it’s our duty and a responsibility we
proudly embrace. However there were many times during the emergency when individuals, businesses
and organizations offered their assistance and generosity to the FMPD. We would like to express our
sincere thanks to those of you who came forward with help, food, shelter, supplies and more.
(Our apologies if anyone was overlooked.)
Waffle House
McGregor Baptist Church
Bartley’s Sporting Goods
The Bagel Factory
Race Trac
Juanita’s Kitchen
Lee Memorial Hospital
Fort Myers High School
Home Depot
Lowe’s

Walmart
Pepsi
BJ’s – Barry Sillie
Publix
Citizens who donated
money & supplies
Fort Myers Police personnel
National Guard
Rita’s Italian ice
U-Haul
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CVS - Eddie Knight
Mission BBQ
Zaxby’s
Bellacino’s
McDonalds
Chick-fil-a
Dunkin Donuts
Jason’s Deli
Downtown House of Pizza
Kirk Brown
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7-Eleven
Orthopedic Foot and
Ankle Specialists
Scoops on First
Debra Ziebell Chair
Massages
Il Primo
Olive Garden
Cape Coral PD
Hello SWFL
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Cops and Joggers: A Decade of Dedicated Runners
Runners, joggers and walkers of all ages turned out for the 10th annual Fort Myers Police Department’s Cops and
Joggers 5K on Saturday October 14th. The event started at 5PM in Centennial Park with a Family Fun Night with police
vehicles on display, face painting, bounce houses and more. Then at 7:45PM participants ran along and over the
Caloosahatchee with streets illuminated by flashing blue and red lights led by a motorcycle escort.
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