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Message from the Chief
DERRICK DIGGS, CHIEF OF POLICE, FMPD
Welcome to the second edition
of the FMPD Connection. I am
pleased to announce that your
police department has taken
great strides to become a
stronger, more dedicated force
with the recent promotion of
fifteen valued members of our
department. The ranks of our agency have now been
enhanced with the advancement of two new Captains,
six new lieutenants and seven new sergeants. The
additions to our command staff reflect a dedication to
duty and a commitment to community by a group of
excellent law enforcement professionals, and I consider
this “a good start.” It is my mission to cultivate future
commanders from within our ranks, to attract new recruits and to continue to build a professional force that
is true to our community and to our commitments.
Sincerely,

SPOTLIGHT ON DEPUTY CHIEF PEPITONE
Randall Pepitone was a Toledo,
Ohio Police Lieutenant who retired
after three decades of service and
is now the new Deputy Chief of
the FMPD. Pepitone joined the
Toledo force in 1983 and built
a career that included leading
the Toledo gang unit, founding
Deputy Chief Pepitone
the department’s Mountain Bike
speaking at a
Community Forum.
Unit and serving in the Vice/Metro
division and Investigative Services.
His many citations include a Medal of Valor, a Blue
Star medal for being wounded in the line of duty and a
Meritorious Service Medal. Prior to the Toledo PD, he
served two years with the Sandusky Police Department
and two with the Erie County Sheriff’s Department. He
comes to Fort Myers to join his former chief in Toledo,
Derrick Diggs, who took command of the FMPD in
August of last year. Deputy Chief Pepitone says this is
“an opportunity to continue in law enforcement and assist
Chief Diggs with crime reduction efforts and make a
positive impact here.”
Welcome Deputy Chief Randall Pepitone.

BROTHERHOOD RIDE ROLLS INTO FORT MYERS
On Sunday, July 23, the 2017 Brotherhood Ride visited the Fort Myers Police
Department on their journey throughout Florida honoring the 20 first responders
who died in the line of duty in Florida during 2016. Their seven-day ride,
covering over 600 miles, honors the brave civil servants who made the ultimate
sacrifice. FMPD’s Fallen Officer Memorial Foundation made a donation of
$5138.30 to the group that will benefit the families of our fallen heroes.
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Behind the Lines: Meet Our CSI Unit
Fingerprints. DNA swabs. Processing
firearms. This may sound like the stuff
of TV drama, but it all takes place for
real in the FMPD’s CSI (Crime Scene
Investigation) Unit. Trina Maurice,
Marissa Poppell and Jessica Worthy
are the crime scene experts who
are available to respond 24/7 to
examine, document and evaluate
a wide variety of incidents from
burglaries to homicides.
While the team is low-key about
their role, their work is crucial to
solving many of our City’s crimes.
With bachelor’s (and in Trina’s case,
master’s) degrees in forensic science
and criminal justice, the CSI Unit
is professionally trained and wellequipped to manage the proper
collection of evidence which includes:

• Latent fingerprint processing
• Collection of DNA or serological
evidence
• Collection of foot, tool, or tire
impressions
• Digital photography
• Processing and swabbing
firearms
• Analyzing items of evidence
such as documents
After evidence is gathered, the unit
takes it back to the department for
processing. Complex matters like
blood swabs and DNA samples go
to the FDLE (Florida Department of
Law Enforcement) for analysis. The
CSI team also works closely with the
detective staff to gather their insights,
and to examine the evidence they
bring back to the station.

Marissa Poppell and Jessica Worthy of the
Fort Myers Police Department’s Crime Scene
Investigation Unit. The third member of the
team, Trina Maurice, is out on maternity leave.

Contrary to what is seen on TV, it can
take weeks or even months to get a full
evidence report.
Trina, Jessica and Marissa enjoy
working as a team to make the forensic
connection between the evidence and
the perpetrator to solve crimes.

10TH ANNUAL COPS & JOGGERS RACE
FMPD is seeking runners, walkers,
joggers and sponsors for the 10th
Cops & Joggers 5K Run and Family
Fun Night on Saturday, October 14th
in Centennial Park. The family event
starts at 5 p.m. with sporting activities,
law enforcement displays, food
vendors, and a children’s play area
with bounce house, slides and more.
The night-time race starts at 7:45
p.m. with streets illuminated by
patrol vehicles flashing blue and
red lights and led by a motorcycle
escort. The course starts and ends at
Centennial Park and runs along the
Caloosahatchee River and over the
Edison Bridge. Runners and walkers
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can register in person, by mail or online at www.ftmyerstrackclub.com with
entry fees of $15 for youths under 17
and $25 for adults who register by
October 12, 2017.
The Cops & Joggers 5K is officially
sanctioned by the Fort Myers Track
Club. All proceeds will benefit the
Fort Myers Police Department Fallen
Officer Memorial Foundation and the
Brotherhood Ride. Sponsorships are
available at levels of $1000, $500
and $300, and amounts in-between,
until September 15, 2017. For
more information or sponsorship
opportunities, call Lt. Jeff Bernice at
239-321-7698.
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Citizens Police Academy
A graduation ceremony for the FMPD Citizens Police
Academy was held at the Edison Restaurant to honor their
participation in the 10-week program. Citizens developed
an in-depth knowledge of the training procedures, skills
and tools used by their local police on a daily basis.
A wide variety of classes included SWAT training, K-9
exercises, driving instruction and crime scene investigation.
Jim Price, Past President of the Citizens Academy program,
calls it an exciting experience, “especially you see an
expression of discovery come over a student’s face when
they fire a weapon for the first time, or get behind the
wheel of a police cruiser,” he said.
Price, who is an NRA Certified Firearms Instructor and a
9th level black belt in USA Goju, was impressed with the

SWAT simulations
and team work
exercises that teach
the group how to
work as a unit. In
addition he said
“it’s fascinating to
see the precise
work the women
in the CSI unit do.
Jim Price participates in SWAT exercises.
It’s not as easy as TV
makes it out to be.”
For more information or to apply for an upcoming class
visit www.fmpolice.com or call 239-321-7723.

FMPD OFFICERS RESPOND TO TRAGEDY WITH KINDNESS
On the night of July 21, 2017,
officers of FMPD’s Bravo Shift
responded to a violent crime in
Fort Myers. Upon arrival they
found a male was lying on the
ground suffering from multiple
stabbings and a small child using
his own shirt to hold pressure
on the wounds. The child was
10-year-old Javier Medina, Jr. and the victim was his father, Javier Medina, Sr.
who later succumbed to his wounds at the hospital. A couple of days later one of
the officers, Emilia Santos, brought up the idea to her fellow Bravo Shift members
of doing something positive for Medina’s children to help ease their burden and
possibly erase some of the negative memories. So a few days later, she and
Officer Sarah Gallegos visited young Javier, his younger brother Eliseo and their
mother to obtain their clothing and shoe sizes.
The officers promised the kids they’d be back and a couple days later they did
just that with a bundle of school clothes, shoes, socks, underwear, toys, candy,
book bags and school supplies. It was a gesture deeply appreciated by the family
especially in light of their recent tragedy. A special thank you goes out to Officers
Ashley Schindler, Sarah Gallegos, Melanie Guerrero, Adam Jobbers-Miller and
Emelia Santos for their kindness.
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OFFICERS OF
THE MONTH
Congratulations to three
members of the FMPD for
being named July’s Officers
of the Month. Chief Derrick
Diggs presented the awards
to Officer Amanda Janetzke
and Officer Edgardo Ocasio.
Working together the officers
tracked down a suspect who
was charged with aggravated
assault with a firearm. Chief
Diggs also awarded Detective
Dan Losapio with the Mission
BBQ Officer of the Month
for a letter of commendation
that was received from
victims of a burglary.
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Promotion Ceremony at Colonial Country Club
In front of a ballroom packed with fellow police officers, family members, Fort Myers City officials and distinguished
guests, Fort Myers Police Chief Derrick Diggs officiated over the promotions of fifteen members of the police department.
Promoted to the rank of Captain are William Newhouse and Jay Rodriguez. Promoted to the rank of Lieutenant are Jason
Fields, Shawn Yates, Brian O’Reilly, Joshua Steinman, Willie Tellis and Walter Mitchell. Promoted to the rank of Sergeant
are Jesus Ramos, David Conticelli, Dominic Zammit, Candice Petaccio, Lesa Breneman, Ashley Schindler and Michael
Walsh. Family members accompanied each of the officers and participated in the ceremonies by pinning new badges
on the promoted officer’s uniforms.

Credit: Photography by Jessica Worthy

LAW AND ORDER BALL
The Law & Order Ball will take place on Saturday,
September 16, 2017 at Germain Arena (11000
Everblades Pkwy, Estero, FL 33928) at 6 pm. Paying
tribute to Lee County law enforcement officers, the
event honors an “Officer of the Year” and raises funds
to support local Law Enforcement Youth Programs and
the Fort Myers Rotary South Foundation, a fund that
distributes monies raised by the Fort Myers Rotary South
to local non-profits and law enforcement agencies.
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Tickets are $175
each or $1,400 for
a table of 8. Both are
available online at LawAndOrderBall.org. Attendees
may also “Fund-A-Cop” by purchasing a special
ticket that will sponsor an officer to attend. The blacktie optional gala is open to the public and includes
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, a formal dinner, entertainment,
silent and live auctions, raffles, and more.
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