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Message from the Chief

// DERRICK DIGGS, CHIEF OF POLICE, FMPD

August marked my two-year anniversary as your Chief
of the Fort Myers Police Department. In that time I have
met many people and spoken to many organizations,
churches, clubs, social groups and business gatherings.
I have shaken hands at community events, cheered for
young athletes at Police Athletic League (P.A.L.) games
and participated in public forums. I took over this
agency when it was under a cloud of doubt that was
exacerbated by a critical report from the FREEH Group
International Solutions. The report pointed out many
issues, including community trust that needed to be
addressed and corrected. I directed our department to
embrace that report and work diligently to correct the
issues it raised.
In a little over a year, our department has received
praise from the FREEH Group for improving our
performance, enhancing our command staff, reaching

out to our community and
reducing the amount of
crime in our neighborhoods.
Are we done? No, we are
not. There are additional
challenges ahead, and,
there always will be. That is
where the FMPD especially
needs your help. We want
to be true partners with the
citizens we serve. And our
Chief Derrick Diggs
promise, our pledge is to be
true to our community, true to our commitment and true
to our City. You can learn more at our newly revised
website www.fmpolice.com.
Sincerely,
Chief Derrick Diggs

2210 Widman Way, Fort Myers, FL 33901 | (239) 321-7700 | www.fmpolice.com

Registration Open for 11th Annual Cops & Joggers
The nighttime course along and over the Caloosahatchee
River will be illuminated with red and blue lights from
police cruisers, motorcycles, firetrucks and more as the
Fort Myers Police Department celebrates the 11th annual
Cops & Joggers 5K Run and Family Fun Night. This year’s
race is dedicated to fallen FMPD Officer Adam JobbersMiller and Highlands County Deputy William Gentry. The
event takes place on Saturday October 13 in downtown
Fort Myers at the corner of Hendry Street and Edwards
Drive (new location) starting at 5 p.m. with activities, law
enforcement displays and food vendors, plus a children’s
play area with bounce house, slides and more.

The Cops & Joggers 5K is officially sanctioned by the Fort
Myers Track Club and presented by the Fort Myers Police
Department. All proceeds will benefit the Fort Myers
Police Department Fallen Officer Memorial Foundation
and the Brotherhood Ride. For more information email
Lt. Jeff Bernice at jbernice@fmpolice.com or call
239-321-7698.

The race starts at 7:45 p.m. with a motorcycle escort
leading the way for runners, joggers and walkers. The
course runs along the Caloosahatchee River over the
Edison Bridge and back to downtown. Participants can
register in person at package pick-up on October 12 or
at the race, by mail or on-line at www.ftmyerstrackclub.
com with entry fees of $15 for youths under 17 and $25
for adults who register by October 11.

Cops & Joggers 2015 Starting Line

VOLUNTEERS AND SPONSORS MAKE “RESPECT FOR LAW” CAMP A SUCCESS
The Fort Myers Police Department “Respect for Law” camp closed another
successful year in June. Held at Bishop Verot High School for four days
and three nights the camp hosted over 60 campers between the ages of
11 and 14, with several participants making it their second or third year
in attendance. Activities included S.W.A.T. and K-9 Unit demonstrations,
emergency vehicle displays, marching drills, first aid instruction, dodge ball
and agility trials that were supervised by an incredible team of volunteers,
officers and sponsors. Instructors and support staff included the FMPD CSI
team; FMPD Explorer Post 55, members of area D.E.A, MADD, A.B.T, Lee
County EMS and many more. Stand out volunteers such as Jeff and Marika
Brown, Cindy Dunaway, John Hamilton, Ryan Padgham, Lisa Beiner and
Aubryn Swift provided excellent support and help.

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE
FOLLOWING SPONSORS:
Bishop Verot Catholic HS
Lisa Lewis Foundation
Sun Harvest
Mission BBQ
Councilwoman Gail Anthony
Phillip & Sandra Mezel
Randall & Judith Hake
Dante’s Coal Fired Pizza

Thank you to all, we wish we could list everyone who helped make this
an outstanding experience for our 2018 campers. We hope to see you
next year!
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PAL Boxing; Champions in the Making
Sit down and talk with PAL (Police Athletic League) boxing coach
Jose Ojeda and the energy of his words almost makes you feel like
you are with him in the boxing ring. Ojeda pulls no punches when
he discusses his dedication to and pride for the young boxers that
are a part of the program he oversees for the Fort Myers Police
Department. Along with supervising Officer Lamar Campbell and
several volunteers, Ojeda drills and trains his students, escorts them
on travels to regional and national competitions, coordinates fund
raising and even acts as a sparring partner.
“Recently we just competed in region 3 for the United States which
consists of fighters from North and South Carolinas, Georgia,
PAL Team Members with Winning Belts
West Virginia, Louisiana and Florida,” he said. “These are PAL
and non-profit organizations that are sanctioned by USA Boxing
and act as a preparation for the kids to know how it feels to advance to national
competitions,” Ojeda added.
One of the goals that the PAL boxers have their sights on is nothing less than the US
Olympic team. Nine year old PAL Boxer Terry Sanders has won both local and regional
Junior Olympics and represented Fort Myers PAL at the National Junior Olympics in
Charleston, West Virginia. USA Boxing officially ranks Terry #2 in the nation.
“We teach them boxing but one of our main objectives is to bring them off the streets
Danilo Diez spars with the coach
and give them discipline and guidance to find a way towards successful careers and
successful lives as everything from professional athletes to police officers to coaches, teachers and more,” he concluded.
Ojeda knows the value of getting off the streets. His own youth was spent ducking gang members on his way to training,
doing his best to pursue his own dream and not be drawn into a life of crime or worse. Now he often works seven days a
week encouraging his boxing prodigies to improve their skills, their lives and their chances to reach their goals. Maybe even
an Olympic gold medal.

NEW MEMBERS OF THE FORCE
The Fort Myers Police Department held swearing in
ceremonies on June 29, 2018 for one of the largest
number of recruits in recent history. FMPD welcomes
Officers Rohan Morgan, Erik Flores, Harlee Bradford, Robin
Vazquez, Phillip Derry, Kady Ennis, Jean Telusand and
Gregory Reddington. The new officers were sworn in at a
ceremony held in the City of Fort Myers Council Chambers
in front of an audience that included Chief Derrick Diggs,
fellow members of the FMPD, friends and family.
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New Officers with Chief Derrick Diggs at Swearing-in ceremony
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Spotlight - FMPD Marine Patrol
Year-round boating is a major advantage of living in Florida
and in Lee County there are over 47,000 registered boats of
all shapes, sizes and purposes. From commercial fishing to
weekend recreation, safety and security along the riverbanks
of the City of Fort Myers is monitored by Officer Keith Curr of
the Fort Myers Police Department’s Marine Unit. Officer Curr
patrols the Caloosahatchee River in a 28- foot Impact 850
outboard with dual Mercury engines that have an output of 500
horsepower. “It is a multi-purpose, government vessel outfitted to
deal with a variety of issues from search and rescue to wildlife
protection,” according to Curr. “We have responded to calls
of injured manatees, derelict vessels, grounded boaters and
accidents both in the river and offshore as part of the Lee County
Marine Task Force,” he added. Unfortunately some of those calls
have involved fatalities from drownings, severe injuries and even
natural causes. The FMPD boat, funded mostly by government
grants, is equipped with a first aid kit, and a defibrillator,
and Curr has received lifeguard and CPR training. But he still
emphasizes the importance of proper safety gear, especially
communications equipment. “A VHF radio should be in your
boat. A cell phone can be handy but the range is limited; it’s not
dependable in a storm and the batteries run down. If you are in
trouble offshore a VHF radio can reach from St. Petersburg to the
Florida Keys,” he added.
Officer Curr gained his respect and love for the water from his
father who took him along on commercial fishing ventures and
even clamming along the shore of Long Island. A veteran of the
U.S. Coast Guard he saw duty from New York City to Alaska
to the Pacific coasts of Central and South America serving
aboard the 370-foot Coast Guard Cutter Midgett. He started
with the FMPD in May of 2006 first as a patrol officer, then as
a bike officer in Downtown Fort Myers. As a member of the bike
unit, he made the transition from having daily contact with the
public to sometimes being the only person on the water as he
cruises on patrol. Officer Curr encounters an interesting mixture
of people as part of his duty, referring to it as a “cornucopia.”
He finds lifestyles and income levels vastly different from each
other, living side by side on the water. “On the land you have
streets, neighborhoods, walls separating people. On the water,
sometimes, only a few feet.”
4

FMPD Impact 850 Vessel

Officer Curr Patrols on the river

OFFICERS OF THE MONTH
Since the last issue of the FMPD Connection
the department has had the pleasure of
naming several officers with the awards for
outstanding service. Congratulations go
out to Officers Cierra Carter and Rosemary
Urena for earning Officer of the Month
honors. Plus, an additional salute to Officers
Evan Saboe, Hensley Hollings and Brittney
Morris for being name the Mission bar-B-Que
officers of the Month.
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