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This edition of the FMPD Connection is a collection of
traditional, grass-roots police work and modern-day
law enforcement technology. I’m pleased to introduce
stories on successful multi -agency task forces, new
technology our department is introducing to protect
citizens and fight crime, plus community efforts to help
less fortunate school children avoid hunger.

that the crime rate in the City
of Fort Myers continues to drop
year after year. The members
of this department are working
diligently around the clock and
throughout the year to ensure
that trend continues.

These efforts are a small example of what the men
and women of your police department do for our
community every day. The latest statistics published by
the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) show

Thank you,
Chief Derrick Diggs

Chief Derrick Diggs

NEW TRUE BLUE APP FOR CRIME TIPS
The Fort Myers Police Department
now offers a free smartphone
application to handle tips from
the public called the TRUEBLUE
MobilePD app. This app allows
the Fort Myers community to
stay connected with the FMPD
wherever they are, by offering
mobile access to news, crime maps, social media, alerts,
and more. It also allows the public to submit anonymous
tips to the department. Anyone can download the
application for free through the Apple App Store and the
Google Play Marketplace.
If a tip is for a crime outside of the City of Fort Myers,
the department can forward the alert to the correct law
enforcement agency for follow-up. “We want to offer our
community the best in technology and access,” said Police
Chief Derrick Diggs. “In this day and age that means

making the Fort Myers Police Department’s services and
information available to mobile users,” he added.
The alerts function on the app is an efficient way to notify
the community of important safety related information.
Citizens can opt-in to receive these notifications through
the TrueBlue app, making it a much faster method of
delivery than traditional press releases via email, website
news feeds, or social media posts.
Currently, there are only a handful of other agencies in
Florida that have released official mobile applications
for their communities – securing Fort Myers Police
Department’s reputation as one of the most forwardthinking police departments in the country.
TRUEBLUE is available today for free on the iOS App
Store and the Google Play Marketplace by searching for
TRUEBLUE or Fort Myers PD.
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FMPD C.O.A.C.H. Program Feeds Elementary
School Children
The Fort Myers Police Department’s C.O.A.C.H. (Community Outreach Against
Child Hunger) program distributes food to families in need, whose children
attend Franklin Park Elementary School. The program, founded in August of
2018 by Sgt. Jacquelyn Garrett, has expanded with increased food distribution
and upgraded methods of delivery. Students are now issued a backpack of
food items on Fridays to take home. On Monday, they return the backpacks to
the school so that C.O.A.C.H. volunteers can seek new donations to refill them
in two weeks.
“Currently we are able to fill 50 bags for Franklin Park Elementary Students,” said
volunteer Jennifer Caves. “Some of the items are peanut butter and jelly, cereal,
snacks, soup, fruit cups, applesauce, ravioli, just to name a few,” she added.
C.O.A.C.H. started as a once-a-month project and has grown to a bi-weekly
distribution. The current goal is to expand the program to weekly distributions
by seeking more donations and support from the community
and local businesses. “We’ve held collection parties, special
events and established business relationships to help us grow,
but the need is growing faster than we are,” said Sgt. Garrett.
For additional information or to donate, individuals can
contact Sergeant Jackie Garrett at jgarrett@fmpolice.com or
Jennifer Caves at jcaves01@hotmail.com. Please help the
FMPD be proactive and not reactive to child hunger and build
trust with the youngest members of our community.

Franklin Park Students with Backpacks

Donated Food Items

Packed Backpack

OPERATION TRIPLE BEAM RESULTS IN 120 ARRESTS
The Fort Myers Police Department is proud to have been an integral
part of Operation Triple Beam, a nationwide effort that was instrumental
in taking drugs, guns and criminals off the streets of Fort Myers and
Southwest Florida. Working with our local and federal partners that
included the U S Marshal Service, the Cape Coral Police Department,
Lee County Sheriff’s Department, Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF) and the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA).
The operation was conducted over four months and led to 120 arrests,
the seizure of 45 firearms, approximately 12 kilograms of illicit drugs,
thousands of dollars in cash, several vehicles and valuable evidence to
aid in prosecutions both federally and locally.

Chief Diggs addressing the Media
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During a multi-agency press conference,
Fort Myers Police Chief Derrick Diggs
emphasized that this phase of Operation
Triple Beam may be ending but this is not a
“one and done” initiative. He stated, “The
Fort Myers Police Department will not rest,
will not be complacent and will not cease
our intense pursuit of those who may bring
violence and crime to our streets. We stand
ready to protect our community and serve
alongside our local, regional and national
law enforcement partners.”

Display Board for Press Conference

MISSING PERSONS DAY HELD AT FORT MYERS HIGH SCHOOL
The Fort Myers Police Department, Crimestoppers, the Lee County Sheriff’s Office and several other law enforcement and
missing persons organizations participated in the first annual Missing Persons Day in the Fort Myers High School cafeteria.
Individuals and families came to ask questions and seek information about services available to help locate missing loved
ones, and to meet agencies which assist people impacted by
the disappearance of a loved one. Services offered ranged from
fingerprinting for children to completing missing person reports. The
FMPD plans to make this an annual event in hopes of solving open
missing person cases and offering assistance to friends and family
members seeking to resolve a missing person issue.
Other agencies in attendance included the Cape Coral Police
Department, Florida Department of Law Enforcement, The
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, the State
Attorney’s Office, Florida
Department of Children
and Families, District
21 Medical Examiner’s
Office, Peace River
Search and Rescue
and NAMUS (National
Missing and Unidentified
Persons System.)
Pease River Search and Rescue Dogs
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FMPD Joins “Neighbors by RING” to Reduce Crime
and Connect Residents
The Fort Myers Police Department has
joined the free Neighbors app by
Ring to provide residents with real-time
local crime and safety information.
The Neighbors network already
has millions of users and has been
instrumental in catching package

thieves, stopping burglaries, and
keeping neighborhoods safe.

the app to join their neighborhood,
share crime and safety-related videos,
photos and text-based posts.

Residents can text fortmyersfl to
555888 from their smartphone to
download the Neighbors app for
free on iOS and Android and use

Neighbors is meant to facilitate realtime communication while maintaining
neighbors’ privacy and security.

HOW IT WORKS
• Text fortmyersfl to 555888 from your smartphone to download
the app for free on iOS and Android.
• Opt-in to join your neighborhood.
• Customize the geographic area you want to receive notifications
for (users must verify where they are located and cannot participate
in other neighborhoods).
• Receive real-time alerts from your neighbors, local law enforcement
and the Ring team that inform users of crime and safety alerts as
they happen.
• View local crime and safety posts via a live feed or interactive map.
• Share text updates, photos and videos taken on any device,
including Ring’s home security devices

For more information visit www.ring.
com/neighbors.

BODY ARMOR DONATED TO FMPD K9’S
Fort Myers Police Department’s K9
Officers Balor and Mattis have been
designated recipients of bullet- and
stab-protective vests from the nonprofit organization Vested Interest
in K9s, Inc. K9 Balor has already
received his and K9 Matti’s vest is
being manufactured. The vests will
be embroidered with the sentiment
“Honoring those who served and
sacrificed.” Delivery is expected
within 8 to 10 weeks.
Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. is a
501c (3) charity located in East
Taunton, MA whose mission is to
provide bullet- and stab-protective
4

vests and other assistance to dogs
of law enforcement and related
agencies throughout the United
States. Since its inception, Vested
Interest in K9s, Inc. has provided
over 3,500 custom fitted vests to
departments in all 50 states.
The program is open to dogs
actively employed in the U.S. with
law enforcement or related agencies
who are certified and at least 20
months of age.
The donation to provide one
protective vest for a law enforcement
K9 is $950.00. Each vest has a

Officer Sanders with Balor

value of approximately $2,000, a
five-year warranty and an average
weight of 4-5 lbs. For more
information or to learn more about
the organization, they can be found
online at www.vik9s.org.
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